
Reprieve for 
Government 
database 

The New Zealand weekly 

business newspaper, The 

Independent, said Crown 

Minerals officials were riled 

by the paper's April 16 

editorial about systematic 

destruction of some 

of the Government 

geological database. 

They reportedly contacted mining 
industry leaders to complam 

about the contents of the editorial 
by editor Warren Berryman. 

The Independent told Paydirt 
the mining industry leaders had 
claimed they had tried, for years, to 
ensure the database was main­
tained. They were, the Independent 
said, upset to hear the Government 
had been dumping some material 
to cut costs. 

"That editorial accomplished 
more than five years of pussy-foot­
ing around. Progress is now being 
made:' Berryman said. 

Ironically, a first-tier beneficiary 
will be a Government-owned joint 
venture which will use the very 
same database it was starting to 
destroy to sell NZ's mineral poten­
tial to local and foreign prospectors. 

This outfit, Kenex Knowledge 
Systems, has - with a fairly rudi­
mentary database distributed it free 
of charge to anyone interested in an 
outline of NZ's prospective areas ­
already attracted two explorers. 

The Independent had claimed 
Crown Minerals had, in recent 
years, been taking kilometres of 
drill core collected over the decades 
and chucking it into rubbish tips or 
offering it to anyone willing to cart 
it away. 

Berryma n poi nted out that 
data compiled by explorers can 
later be used in the geo-technical 
evaluation of dam sites, road beds 
and construction sites, in earth­
quake research and risk evalua­
tion, in the search for aquifers and 
in academic research 

He contended some core 
being discarded comes from 
areas that will never be drilled 
again like areas subsequently 
declared no-go zones by NZ's 
Department of Conservation. 
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Berryman said a week after The 
Independent's editorial, Govern­
ment staff met with mining indus­
try leaders at the core library in 
Christchurch where some issues 
were resolved. 

Crown Minerals was going to 
dump core that had not been 
properly labelled. 

The miners pointed out NZ's 
geological community was so 
small through lack of projects and 
"everyone knows everyone else so 
they offered to try to find the geol­
ogists that logged the core in the 
first place" 

Crown Minerals offered to pho­
tograph some core before dumping 
it so there would be at least a record. 

One issue was not resolved. 
Crown Minerals wants to keep only 
representative core. Miners said 
this might be a good criterion for 
saving museum pieces but not for 
storing useful geological data. 

Meanwhile Crown Minerals has 
a JV with the Institute of Geological 
& Nuclear Sciences Ltd to build up 
a digital database delineating NZ's 
prospective areas. 

The data is being compiled by 
geologist Greg Partington of Kenex 
Knowledge Systems. A CD, labelled 
P-Map South, has been completed. 
P-Map North is now being 
completed. So far 700 of these have 
been distributed. 

This project thus far done over 
two years on a $2S0,000 budget 
has already attracted two foreign 
explorers. The two are expected to 
spend between $NZ7-8 million 
evaluating hard rock gold prospects. 

The next step, says Pa rti ngton, is 
to collate data from the core 
libraries, put it into a digital form. 

Partington said the database can 
be used for many things apart from 
mining -including finding good 
wine-growing areas. 
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~ ifhe focus on New Zealand 
is sharpening! 
Attend the annual conference of the NZ Branch 
of the Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy 

Kings Hotel, Greymouth from Sept 3-5, 2003 



GoldlDiner does recce
 
INTERNATIONAL goldmining com­
pany HPD Exploration has completed 
the fIrst fIeld reconnaissance of its 
prospect holdings near Macraes Flat 
in Otago. 

HPD New Zealand, a subsidiary of 
British-listed HPD Exploration, has 
also applied to government agency 
Crown Minerals for a further three 
Otago prospecting permits, which 
would more than double its holdings 
from 1700 square kilometres to 3450sq 
km. 

Michelle Stokes, Wellington-based 
director of Kenex Knowledge Sys­

terns, HPD's consultant, said a fIve­
person team was awaiting assessment 
of the frrst of several surface rcon­
naissance programmes around Mac­
raes Flat during the next 12 to 18 
months. 

Each fIeld reconnaissance could 
cost $20,000 to $100.000, but Ms Stokes 
said it was not unusual for reconnais­
sance costs in rugged terrain overseas 
to run into millions of dollars. 

Interest in the three permit appli­
cations was prompted by results of a 
prospecting analysis recently issued 
by Crown Minerals. - NZPA 


